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HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY AND SURROGACY LEGISLATION —  
REVIEW — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

Statement by Minister for Health 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.37 pm]: I rise to inform the house that the government 
approved a detailed response to the 122 recommendations made in Dr Sonia Allan’s 2019 review of the 
Western Australian Human Reproductive Technology Act 1991 and the Surrogacy Act 2008. This response identifies 
key areas for reform to reproductive technology and surrogacy. Ultimately, these reforms will assist more 
Western Australians in achieving their desire to start a family. Members may recall that the Allan review was the 
most comprehensive undertaken since the WA legislation was enacted and involved extensive consultation with 
the community and targeted stakeholders. 
The areas for change reflect the shift in both societal views and technological advancements in assisted reproductive 
technology. Key areas identified for change are as follows: noting that the welfare of the child is paramount, the 
WA donor conception register will be maintained and people conceived with the assistance of a donor will have 
access to their biological heritage. Benefits for donor-conceived people will include access to further information 
about their identity and medical history. Support services will be made available to assist both donor-conceived 
people and their biological donor. Further consultation will be carried out regarding processes for information 
release, taking into consideration issues of confidentiality and privacy for all participants.  
Equity of access will be provided for altruistic surrogacy, including consideration of women who face impending 
infertility, single men, people in same-sex relationships, transgender and intersex people. It is our intention that 
new legislation will be drafted to facilitate this access. Access to surrogacy will also be improved by allowing 
clinics to recruit altruistic surrogates, but commercial surrogacy arrangements of any kind that involve payment 
or reward for surrogacy services will remain prohibited. 
Other legislative changes will seek to establish a co-regulatory model for ART in WA, including aligning with 
National Health and Medical Research Council guidelines. Further consultation regarding the posthumous use of 
gametes in accordance with the NHMRC guidelines is supported. A ministerial advisory panel will be established 
by the end of this year to advise me and to ensure that new legislation reflects social trends and scientific advances 
to ensure safe use of ART. 
The expertise of Dr Allan and the extensive consultation conducted as part of her review reassures us that the way 
forward for the legislation strikes the right balance in safeguarding public and professional confidence in ART. 
I now table the government’s response to the review of the Western Australian Human Reproductive Technology 
Act 1991 and the Surrogacy Act 2008. 
[See paper 428.] 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110428afd78dc1f8221194c4825873600030f96/$file/tp+428+(2021)+government+response+to+the+allan+review.pdf

	HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY AND SURROGACY LEGISLATION —  REVIEW — government RESPONSE
	Statement by Minister for Health


